
Motions Questions and Answers: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 14th September 2020 

 
14/9/2020 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to enforce the use of face 

coverings in secondary schools. (S5W-31589) 

John Swinney: Updated guidance, published on 25 August 2020, states that face 

coverings should - unless exemptions apply - be worn by pupils and staff in 

secondary schools in corridors and communal areas, where distancing is 

particularly difficult to maintain. Education Scotland have worked with Young Scot 

to develop awareness raising materials for schools in support of the guidance. 

 

Implementation of the agreed guidance is the responsibility of local authorities and 

schools, working closely with their school communities. However, we are working 

with partners to carefully monitor how the guidance is being applied in practice. We 

seek regular feedback from partners via the Education Recovery Group about the 

experiences of pupils and staff in schools for these purposes. Where there is a 

need to take action, either by updating our guidance or ensuring it is being given 

practical effect, we will work with partners to do so. 

 
In addition, we are aware that the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) have carried 

out 500 initial telephone sample checks and schools have to date achieved a 

compliance rate of over 80%. The HSE will be undertaking follow 

up visits where there are any areas of concern. 
 
15/9/2020 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 

Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has published regarding 

(a) private piano tuition and (b) music tuition in schools during the COVID-pandemic. 

(S5W-31515) 

John Swinney: All of the Scottish Government safer workplaces guidance can be 

found on our returning to work safely webpage: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-returning-to- 

work/pages/employers/ . 

 

In particular, people offering private piano tuition are encouraged to follow: 

 
• the Coronavirus (COVID-19): general guidance for safer workplaces: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general- 

guidance-for-safer-workplaces/ ; 

• the Coronavirus (COVID-19): small and micro businesses guidance: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro- 

businesses-guidance/ ; 

• the Coronavirus (COVID-19: guidance for the performing arts and venues 
sector: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19- 

guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/ 
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• and, where children are being taught, the Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

organised activities for children provisional guidance: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised- 

activities-for-children/ . 

 

Further guidance on music education in schools is currently being considered by 

Education Scotland and members of the Education Recovery Group, based on the 

scientific advice published on 10 September: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group- on-

education-and-childrens-issues-advice-on-physical-education-music-and- drama-

in-schools/ . 
 

Until further guidance is published, we would encourage practitioners to follow the 

guidance on preparing for the start of the new school term in August 2020: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing- start-

new-school-term-august-2020-version-2/ . 
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